
COME FOLLOW ME! I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN. MARK 1:17 
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What a pleasure to meet this group of folks from PLC. All but one person (team leader Merri) 

were first timers, several had never been on mission outside of the US. This team brought a 

fresh and wonderful excitement to our week with them. Each one entered the mission trip as 

individuals, however they left as a bonded in Christ team. Their excitement of being in Belize 

for the first time, the fear of not really knowing what to expect, and learning to be flexible, as 

the Lord used them was elating for us to observe.  Gene and I love watching as the Lord brings 

people together in relationships. Thank you, PLC Education team, for allowing us to 

experience the miracle of relationships. We are looking forward to everything our Father does 

in the future through this team. 

All for His Glory! 
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Welcoming Prairie Lakes Church Educational & 

Vision Quest Team 
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P.O. 628 
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To be perfectly honest, I was super 

unsure of my role going into the trip. I 

knew that we would be working with 

children in a school but as someone who 

has little to no interest in being a teacher, 

I was not sure of what my role would be. 

That was a big stressor for me leading up 

to the trip. However, within the first day, 

I realized that my role was to be present.  

I was able to utilize my background of 

working with kids, to the point where the 

teacher repeatedly asked me if I was sure 

I did not want to go into teaching. (I still 

do not but it was a good experience either 

way). I am incredibly grateful for 

how God was able to use me and 

those around me to teach the students 

and help the teachers.  

I’ve been on four mission trips and 

honestly, this was the best one. I really 

enjoyed the focus on relationships 

during the trip, whether it be with fellow 

group members, students, or the 

teachers. – Erika Chagdes 

Bailey Gilbert 

My trip to Belize was amazing! I learned so much about 

the country, myself, and God. We partnered with Fishers of Men 

to start building a relationship with a school in Selena Village, 

Belize. 

 I got to help the middle-level students at this school and help 

the teacher in that classroom. The ages ranged from 7-12 years 

old in this classroom. I had so much fun getting to know the 

teacher and the students. They were all so happy and their 

smiles could light up a room. We taught different subjects and 

got to play a lot of fun games with the students. I feel extremely 

blessed to have gotten this opportunity. I learned how to use 

what you have and go. With my major being Elementary 

Education, I learned a lot of exciting tools for my future career. I 

wish I could have stayed longer, but I know God is working in 

that school.  

Before this trip, I was questioning if I wanted to be a 

teacher. As much as I love the students, I just wasn't sure if it 

was in God’s plan. I didn't think too much into it, but it was in 

the back of my mind. After going on this trip, I know I am on the 

right path. God validated that for me while being in Belize 

working with this school. The teacher inside of me came out and 

I am so grateful for this experience as a future teacher. 

 The team I was with in Belize was amazing. I got to 

learn so much more about them and I got to watch each of them 

use the gifts God gave them. I learned how much I take for 

granted in the U.S. and it changed my perspective on a lot of 

different things. I felt disconnected from the world and 

reconnected with God. I learned that all you truly need in life is a 

relationship with God. Nothing else really matters and that is 

something I will hold onto for the rest of my life. Everyone 

should encounter God’s love and that comes through us. We 

have the power to show others around us how great God is. I 

also learned a lot about myself during this trip. Going into this 

trip I wasn't exactly sure what would happen which made me a 

little nervous. I learned to live with open hands. God has 

everything under control, and He will guide you. I truly learned 

to keep all my trust in Jesus. He is everything and all you 

need is Him. I am beyond thankful that God sent me to Belize, 

and I am sad I had to leave. I had a wonderful time in Belize, 

and I hope to go back one day.  

 

Erika                   Bailey 



 

Fishers of Men would love for you to share your talents with us in 

ministry to grow God’s kingdom 

“We’re only females.” This sentence, spoken by a teacher 

in Belize, and strongly demonstrates the need for 

encouragement and validation. These women are so 

courageous and bold in their mission to educate and 

empower the children of Belize, and it truly showed my 

first day there. The obstacles these women face daily seem 

insurmountable, but their strength and perseverance allow 

them to focus on the long haul with their students. As a 

future teacher myself, it was an amazing opportunity to learn 

from the teachers in Selena and improve my own teaching 

philosophy.  

In just one day at a Belizean school, I learned so much. 

1. Communication is key, but it doesn’t have to be 

through words. 

2. Technology, though helpful, is not required to learn. 

3. The three teachers I met are resourceful, independent, 

and as dedicated as they come. 

I worked to provide a sense of encouragement to the leaders 

who do so much to instill a sense of morality and curiosity in 

the kiddos. 

 It was extremely challenging to teach 5, 6, and 7-year-old 

who spoke little to no English, but it gave me a chance to 

find other ways to teach and communicate. 

 If I return to Belize and Iguana Creek in the future, I hope 

that we could spend more time at the school. I learned so 

much in my three days there, but I think relationships could 

have been strengthened even more had we had another day 

or two at the school. --Sarah Shull 



  

Coming to Belize has been a 

wonderful experience for us as a 

married couple! It has been a blessing 

to be able to grow individually in our 

walks with Christ as well as together as 

a couple. We served primarily in the 

“upper division” classroom, consisting 

of 6th, 7th and 8th graders, a total of 12 

students (9 boys 3 girls). We assisted 

them in reading, writing formal and 

informal letters, and various math 

techniques and problem solving. We 

also focused a great deal of our time in 

building relationships with these 

students and demonstrating Christ’s 

love for each of them. 

 On Wednesday, March 20, we really 

felt our gifts in special education as 

well as mental health counseling were 

being used as we were asked to observe 

a young girl to evaluate if she met the 

qualifications for a learning disability. 

After observing her for that day, along 

with additional information from her 

primary teacher, we, together, affirmed 

the belief she met the qualifications for 

multiple learning disabilities, and wrote 

a formal letter to formally request she 

be given academic assistance for her 

schooling moving forward. God truly 

used us to help shed light on the 

needs of this student and gave us the 

voice to help in the process of finding 

her the support she needs to be 

successful in school.  

We really felt God at work this 

week in us and in our team while in 

Belize! We are honored to be given the 

opportunity to be Christ’s hands and 

feet at Iguana Creek Government 

School and would, without any 

hesitation, come back to Belize again! --

Kelsey and Matt Johnson 

I was recently a guest with you at Fishers of Men. I 

wanted to thank you and Gene for all you do, as the mission 

trip did have a significant spiritual impact on my life. I 

especially want to thank the teachers too, for allowing us to 

be a part of their class rooms for the three days we were 

there. The time with the students was most exhilarating and 

at the same time humbling, as I learned a lot about their 

cultures and values and how strong their faith really is.  

I feel blessed to have been able to make this trip, and how 

it has instilled in me, more trust and faith in our lord “Jesus 

Christ “.  I will always consider this mission trip a high point 

in my journey of faith in my walk with the lord.  

I will continue to pray for you two and the people of 

Belize as my days move forward. Blessed are your works 

there, and may you feel uplifted from all your efforts, as they 

won’t go unnoticed by the lives you have touched. Again, 

thank you. Michael Clark 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gene & Liz Watkins  
On site Missionaries for Fishers of Men Belize  
Gene: nathanwatkins_56@hotmail.com  
Liz Watkins: lizzie_057@hotmail.com     Like us on FB 
 
Contact us at: Fishers of Men International 

P.O. Box 387 Selma, Alabama 36702-0387 Or  

P.O Box 628 Belmopan -Belize Central America 

fishersofmenbz@gmail.co FOM website fishersofmenbelize.org  

2019 – 20 Team Dates  

May 17-24 Woven Together Ladies 

Ministry Team- POSTPONED 

Contact: Jerri Serman- 

jerriserman@bellsouth.net 

September 14-21 PLC Dental Team  

Contact: Connie Erpelding- 

connie.erpelding@prairielakeschurch.org 

Dates for 2020 

January 18-25 Men’s Ministry Team 

Contact: Burt Odom- bodom@-

emjcorp.com 

February 08-15 Decatur Dental Medical 

Contact: Paul Bishop 

paulbishop.asb@gmail.com 

March 14-21 PLC Education Ministries 

Contact: Merri Cross- 

macnjac91@hotmail.com 

 

When we allow our Father God to take us out of our 

zones of comfort… 

We are sometime cautious in placing all our trust in God completely. 

So, we take timid half steps toward what He ask of us. What He 

intends is for us to take a giant leap of faith placing all our trust in 

Him. His desire is for us to allow Him to guide us to our full 

protentional- a place free of failure. Where we ask Him to do His part, 

and He expects us to do ours. 

We should never ask him to lead us to a safe place-but, ask Him to 

lead us to the right place. Father help us to remember that those two 

places are seldom the same.  

In what Gene and I observed of this team was individual people out of 

their comfort zones. Not knowing what was expected of them, but 

timidly taking each step that was ask. Uncertain of success or failure 

to some ministry was familiar but unfamiliar at the same time. At the 

end of the mission quest most realized that the Lord Jesus had 

blended them from the individuals they came as, into a unit of One.  

All for His Glory! 

It was a great joy for us to watch and to be a part of. Thank you, PLC 

Ed. Team we are excited to see what God, has for you guys next year.  
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