
COME FOLLOW ME! I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN. MARK 1:17 
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This is the 5th year since our Father called Buddy home. We thought it would be fitting to dedicate 

this Newsletter to our “Founder and Chief”. 

Last month I challenged our FOM Board and few friends to write one or two short paragraphs on 

their memories of our Founder Buddy Hardy. Little did I realize that keeping it short was not an 

easy task. All of us can tell story after story of how much this wonderful servant of God touched and 

changed our lives. 

 I hear him say to me as I write this “it’s not about me”.  

Well in a way it was all about him. It was about how God used a willing servant. A man full of the 

love of God to build and lay a foundation of ministry. So, that in this present season we would 

remember what he was to us and for one of the last things I heard him tell Gene and Jack, “carry on, 

don’t let me not being here stop anything”.  No one can fill Buddy’s shoes but, we can “carry on” not 

just for Buddy “Chief” Hardy, but for the Glory of our risen Savior. -Liz 
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We celebrate your lives and times in ministry 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memories of Buddy, “Chief” I like to 

call him, go back a lot farther than FOM.  

Fiend, brother, mentor, best friend, 

I miss him so. He was always there for me 

and did so many things for me when I 

needed help and helped many other 

people also and at that point got me 

involved with him.  

One quick story that sums up Chief. My 

stepson’s S10 Blazer’s transmission went 

out and he lived in Missouri. It would 

cost twice as much to fix it there, as at 

home. Chief hooked a trailer to his 

Suburban we loaded up the wife’s Nissan 

and drove to Missouri dropped off her 

car. We picked up stepson’s S10 and 

drove back. He would do anything for 

anybody. So many other great memories I 

could share. A confession to make I didn’t 

like it when he moved to Belize full time 

and it took him out of my everyday life. 

He was a great role model for me, and I 

miss him so. Where our love for WD 

came from. Looking forward to being 

with my brother in Heaven again one day. 

-Tony Traylor 

“Buddy Hardy loved the people of Belize!”   I wish that I had a 

shilling for every time that I have heard that…. I would be very, very 

wealthy!  

 The truth be told “Buddy Hardy loved people!”  And he loved 

coming alongside ANYONE to “walk with them”, develop a 

relationship with them, see what their real needs were, and assist 

them when appropriate with those needs - but most of all he loved 

sharing the love of Jesus Christ with them. 

Buddy once said that we met at the Market in Belmopan.  Sounds 

good to me because I do not remember the day that we met because 

it always felt like I had known Buddy all my life - which of course 

could not have happened since the Lord did not put us together in 

Oklahoma…. The Lord aligned many things in our respective lives so 

that our paths crossed based on His timing and that turned out to be 

in Belize.  

And the many wonderful times we shared until “His master replied, 

'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 

few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 

your master's happiness!' 

Whether it be our competitiveness in a good card game, our travel to 

Nicaragua to visit Maritza’s family, our visit to a Mennonite village 

dentist whose “high speed drill” was run by horse power (and yes I 

mean a real live horse), or time spent figuring out how to support the 

next Short Team Mission Team, we were always able to keep “the 

main thing the main thing” - that being the sharing of the Good 

News while helping/serving the people of Belize. 

One special moment with Buddy that I remember as what I call the 

“birth of the Dental ministry”.  My Rotary Club had received a 

portable dental unit to do dental clinics in the Villages.  This never 

happened but it did allow our Club to do some dental hygiene 

education clinics.  I invited Buddy to join me at the Cayo Deaf 

Institution (CDI) dental hygiene clinic.  At this clinic, Buddy and I 

were introduced to the lack of dental care provided for the villages 

and especially for the children.  Through the efforts of people like Dr. 

Paul Bishop, Fishers of Men developed an approach to providing 

dental care at Primary Schools which has since been emulated by 

other dental ministries.   

I had the honor of donating the Rotary portable dental unit as one of 

the first units that Fishers of Men used in its Dental Ministry. 

Looking, forward to seeing you again, my Brother and Brother in 

Christ. -Jack Barnes 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
  

 
 
 

Buddy was the most important stabilizing 

influence for our trips.  

His integrity was impeccable, and he was one of the 

most obvious servant leaders I have known.   

I remember him getting up at 4am to get the cooks 

for breakfast.   

He was a good example for us all- Bob Allen 

When I remember Buddy Hardy, several experiences come to mind.  The things that I recall the most 

about him are his servant leadership and his steadfast trust in God to provide.  On my first trip to Belize, 

one of the team members caught a stomach “bug” and was sick in his bed for more than a day.  This is 

where the term ‘man down’ was used for the first time for me.  I told Buddy that the room needed to be 

cleaned up …. and he promptly went and cleaned it up.  There was not someone else to go and clean it up.  

While this may not seem like a big effort, it has impacted me to this day to do whatever needs to done in 

any situation.  

 At other times, Buddy would commonly say to not worry about this or that issue because God would take 

care of it. This belief particularly came into play when we would be planning a trip and trying to 

determine the team size and how many people to limit bringing with us.  Buddy would say that God 

would put the team together to accomplish the work set before us and to not limit who God calls for the 

trip.  So, that is the mantra we have used each year since then. This belief did make airline ticket 

reservations very intense multiple times, but God always worked it out. As an interesting antidote to 

trusting God about the team size, Buddy had a chance to ‘taste his own medicine’ on the year of 72 when 

we had no history or notion of how to lead, manage, and orchestrate such a massive group.   I kidded him 

a lot on that trip about trusting God and watching Him work through us as we served that week. God will 

never fail us as long as we ‘let go and let God’.  

 Buddy is chuckling at me from heaven as he reads these memories. The screen grows blurry – with what 

Dr. Tapscott describes as Belizean allergies --as I remember the saying that “God is good - all the time”!! 

May each of us serve in a way to richly impact others for God’s kingdom! -Paul Bishop 

When I was asked to write a few words about BUDDY “CHIEF" 

HARDY I thought WOW where to begin.  As I reflect on Chief the 

perfect word for him is LOVE.  Chief loved like Christ loved.  

When Jesus said for us to love our neighbors Chief did.  He loved 

his family, his mission family, and Belize family unconditionally.   

From Chief’s example of love, I will always have a special place in 

my heart for him.   ONCE AGAIN, LOVE LIKE CHRIST WAS 

BUDDY “CHIEF" HARDY TO ME. -Wanda 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

So much to learn! Dental systems in a trailer. Office processes in a makeshift waiting room. Balancing the needs 

of the students, school staff, parents, and community members. Throughout the week, Buddy equipped by 

modeling. I observed. I listened. By the end of the week, Buddy would tell me, “You’re in charge,” as he reclined in 

a patient chair designed for triage. And, he’d smile. 

“Be the hands and feet of Jesus. “Every day at mid-afternoon, when the sun was most intense, Buddy passed 

around small paper cups of iced Coke. It was the best treat we ever received. Invigorated by the caffeine infusion, 

dental care continued. Like fizz in the Coke, our hearts began to bubble with love for these children and the 

community. 

One day, the sun was beating down intensely on the back of a hygienist hovering over her small patient. Buddy, 

sensing the heat draining the hygienist’s energy, grabbed the lid of a large tote. Raising the lid over his head, he 

stood shielding her and her patient from the intense rays. It wasn’t until much later when looking through my 

pictures, I noticed the reflection of the cross in that lid held high above his head. 

“Relationships Matter" I remained at the back of the queue as the members of our team made their way 

through airport security. It had been a transformative week in so many ways. I loved my new friends in Belize! Our 

team loved them! God willing, we’d be back next year. 

I slipped off my shoes to skitter through the security checkpoint gate. Gathering my cleared possessions off the 

conveyer, I glanced back. There he was. Standing just where he had been when we said our good-byes at the 

security gate. It was where he would remain until we were in the air. It was a tradition he carried out for every 

team. 

I’ve always wondered if he might be waiting at another gate again someday—waiting to welcome the Fishers of 

Men team members home. Home to eternity.  Heaven’s gate. -Connie Erpelding 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remembering Buddy, as I think back at 

the time we spent working together and 

the things we did and talked about I 

guess what stands out the most to me is 

our discussion on perception. We all 

will have a perception about an event 

but not all will agree however each one 

will add to the story a certain element of 

the event. Of course, we were talking 

about accident investigation and some 

of his involvement in interviewing eye 

witnesses. But how well this relates to 

relationship building, which is one of 

the major aspects of Fishers of Men 

ministry. Each of us have something to 

bring to the relationship that will 

enhance our lives. So, through the 

relationship that Buddy and I developed 

he demonstrated to me the values of 

sincerity, honesty and integrity, as he 

lived out these traits through his 

Christian walk and ministry here in 

Belize. I praise the Lord for allowing me 

the opportunity to walk alongside 

Buddy in life and ministry here in 

Belize. Gene Watkins, Onsite 

Missionary 

A great man of God, 

Buddy Hardy was a member of Belmopan the Baptist Church. 

He call me Pastor Rowland while i was just an interim Pastor, 

This great man of God has touch many people’s lives, young and 

old by assisting them with housing projects, high school 

scholarships, he was also a man with great vision and also 

doesn't mind to lend a helping hand to those who have needs.  

I call him Daddy, his death has changed my life, to see the true 

meaning of what a cheerful giver is. - Pastor David Rowland 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our lives were changed for the better over 15 years ago when Reese 

decided to step out of his comfort zone and go on a Belize mission trip 

with Fishers of Men. I believe he went because of the godly men he knew 

that had been and he saw the heart change in them and wanted to know 

more. One of those men was Buddy Hardy, better known in Belize as 

“Chief.” 

As our kids got older and started asking if they could go, Reese and 

Buddy began planning family mission trips where we painted at CDI, 

spent time with after school programs and served lunch at Valley of 

Peace, even prayer walking for the dental/medical trip that would follow 

our trip. A trip that we now participate in as a family! 

After our first Belize Family Mission trip, I remember discussing with 

Reese how much I loved the trip, the people, watching the kids love and 

serve others but how I was in awe of Buddy. I said something Buddy 

would have hated, I know, but I said, “Reese you didn’t tell me we would 

be spending a week with Jesus!” 

Buddy took time to speak so kindly and gently to the people at the 

airport, he opened the door of the bus to speak to the ladies at a fruit 

stand and asked how their sick mother was. He sat and quietly shared 

with our group each night all the ways he saw God moving in Belize.  

We have learned compassion and gratitude through serving and we have 

learned so much from other team members as well, from their stories of 

how God is working and has worked in their lives and from watching 

them be the hands and feet of Jesus. God has blessed us as a family and a 

piece of our hearts will always be in Belize! 

We are beyond thankful that Buddy Hardy obeyed God by taking those 

first steps, those first trips to Belize over 25 years ago. Obedience is 

powerful! God is so good! - Lisa Hamm 

I truly treasure the memories of the times I got 

to serve with Chief (Buddy) in Belize. He is one 

of the greatest men I have ever known. He was 

a man of impeccable integrity and modeled 

what it means to be a servant. His passion for 

ministries to the people of Belize was 

contagious. He is the one who first got me to go 

to Belize and my life has been changed forever 

since. I count It a tremendous blessing to have 

known him and served with him on the mission 

field. -Chris Serman 

Buddy didn't have to talk about Christ-like qualities we should have because he was demonstrating them as he 

lived his daily life. By modeling humility and servanthood, he was a leader no one questioned or minded 

following. Buddy's heart for and passion to minister to the people of Belize impacted my life in countless ways. 

I'm thankful for the times we spent around my kitchen table planning FOM trips, working on FOM Mission Trip 

presentations and promotions for FOM, and just enjoying sweet fellowship with Kathryn and Buddy. It has 

been a tremendous blessing to see the vision he had for ministry in Belize grow beyond anything we could ask or 

Imagine! To serve with him at home and in Belize was an honor. The lives of my entire family are much richer 

for the time spent with Buddy. He showed us in everything that he did that GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME... -

Jerri Serman 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A man who was not afraid to show the love of Jesus to all 

he came in contact with. A true servant. A true leader. A 

man who knew it wasn’t about him… but all for God’s 

glory. May we carry on like he had ask. 

We love you Buddy can’t wait until we meet again. 

“I knew Buddy Hardy for 38 years and had the privilege of watching him in family settings, church settings and 

ultimately with FOM. Buddy was consistent in the way he acted, the way he lived and the way he treated people. 

I can remember attending many family cookouts, family reunions with Buddy and saw firsthand how much he 

was loved and admired by his immediate and extended family. I also had the privilege of watching Buddy and 

Kathryn faithfully serve at Shiloh Baptist Church in Sardis, AL and then start FOM ministry and move to Belize. 

 I often reflect on Buddy and Kathryn’s love and dedication to Jesus Christ, their family, the Belizean people, as 

well as, their commitment to making FOM a worthwhile and consistent ministry that always “Did what they said 

they would do.” It is my opinion, that they accomplished this goal and we are all fortunate to see Buddy’s legacy 

continue in Belize and in the lives of all those who knew him and that travel and serve with FOM.  

Thank you, Buddy and Kathryn.” - Burt Odom  

 



 
 

 
 
Gene & Liz Watkins  
On site Missionaries for Fishers of Men Belize  
Gene: nathanwatkins_56@hotmail.com  
Liz Watkins: lizzie_057@hotmail.com   
 
  
Belize address: 
P.O. 628 
Belmopan City, Cayo 
Belize Central America  Like us on FB 
 
Contact us at: Fishers of Men International 
P.O. Box 387 Selma, Alabama 36702-0387 Or  
P.O Box 628 Belmopan -Belize Central America 
fishersofmenbz@gmail.co  
FOM website fishersofmenbelize.org 

Fishers of Men would love for you to share your talents with us in 

ministry to grow God’s kingdom 

2019 – 20 Team Dates  

May 17-24 Woven Together Ladies 

Ministry Team- POSTPONED 

Contact: Jerri Serman- 

jerriserman@bellsouth.net 

September 14-21 PLC Dental Team  

Contact: Connie Erpelding- 

connie.erpelding@prairielakeschurch.org 

Dates for 2020 

January 18-25 Men’s Ministry Team 

Contact: Burt Odom- bodom@-

emjcorp.com 

February 08-15 Decatur Dental Medical 

Contact: Paul Bishop 

paulbishop.asb@gmail.com 

March 14-21 PLC Education Ministries 

Contact: Merri Cross- 

macnjac91@hotmail.com 
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